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i n s i D e
During a campus open house for the new microbiology lab, students like Senior Theo Mobach described the new opportunities the lab gives for student research.
New microbiology lab opens
ellen De Young
This lab is as nice as any lab I’ve worked in before,” says Dr. Tony Jelsma, the chair of Dordt’s biology department. Jelsma, who 
has done post-doctoral research at labs in England 
and Canada, is referring to the recently completed 
microbiology lab on the first floor of the science 
building. He’s excited about the opportunities it 
will give students to do research in a working lab.
The new space is the result of creative 
collaboration by Dordt College faculty and staff. 
Because the labs in the science building are 
primarily classroom labs, professors and majors 
who wanted to do their own research have had to 
set up outside of class time. 
“It was hard to set things up and then have to 
put everything away. It’s not really a lab if things 
aren’t there when you need them,” says Jelsma. 
The new microbiology lab provides enough space 
so that equipment remains readily available.  
Last year Jelsma and Dr. Delmar Vander Zee 
inventoried spaces in the building and agreed that 
several smaller rooms were no longer being used 
well. A small herbarium was moved elsewhere; a 
dark room, a small rarely-used prep room, and 
a non-functioning electron microscope room 
were dismantled. These areas have now been 
transformed into the new lab.   
Dordt’s maintenance crew knocked down 
the walls of these four rooms last summer, 
but because they had to get the classroom 
building renovation done by August, they put 
off the finishing touches. Over Christmas break, 
maintenance staff turned their focus to the lab, 
even working on weekends to complete it by the 
beginning of the spring semester.
The long hours paid off. 
“Maintenance did a fantastic job. It’s a nice 
bright room, and even though it is a science lab, 
it’s a fun place to be,” says Jelsma. Their work paid 
off in another way too. The project was completed 
on a very low budget, reusing cabinets and desks 
taken from the classroom building during its 
renovation. 
The room is being used for Jelsma’s molecular 
biology course and by upper level students, 
particularly students working on senior projects. 
The combination of increased convenience and 
advanced technology is making it possible for 
students to do more complex research. A new 
piece of molecular biology equipment housed 
in the laboratory is a DNA Analysis System, 
which can perform DNA sequencing, DNA 
fingerprinting, and other molecular biology 
techniques. The laboratory is also equipped 
with incubators, thermal cyclers, electrophoresis 
equipment, and a high speed refrigerated 
centrifuge. A separate room houses cell 
culture incubators and a laminar flow hood for 
mammalian cell culture. Current projects being 
carried out in the new lab range from a study of 
genetic diversity in prairie plants to the detection 
of viruses in pig saliva.  
“There’s a synergy in the lab, with students 
working together and helping each other. Any 
day of the week you’ll see people here working,” 
says senior Josh Bowers, who did a biotechnology 
internship at InnoVac biotechnology firm during 
the fall semester. This semester he is using Dordt’s 
DNA sequencing equipment to continue research 
on the production of vaccine antigens for dogs.
Jelsma hopes the new lab will promote the 
communal aspect of science. 
“If you have students in little rooms, they’re 
not working with each other. Science needs to 
be done by bouncing ideas off people, working 
with others, and, in our Christian environment, 
helping others as much as you can. That also 
makes science a lot more fun.”
The new facility has made it possible for the department to begin research 
apprenticeships. Senior research 
students have younger students helping 
them and learning from them. 
“It counts as a one-credit course 
for the ‘apprentice.’ They get to learn 
the techniques and follow along, which 
is helping develop a research culture,” 
notes Dr. Tony Jelsma.
Research Apprenticeships
ellen De Young 
Claude Gillot returned to his hometown of Lafi teau, Haiti, much sooner than he had anticipated 
when he fi rst moved to Northwest Iowa. Th e 
occasion for his visit to Haiti was not what 
he expected, either.  
 On the fi rst day of his second semester 
at Dordt College, Gillot turned on the 
television and learned that an earthquake 
had hit Haiti. He tried to contact his family 
and friends, but none of his calls got 
through. “By Wednesday morning, I had 
seen pictures of the destruction in Haiti 
and learned that my village was destroyed,” 
Gillot says. “All I wanted to do was go to 
Haiti to see if my family and friends were 
okay.” Th at morning, he made plans to 
travel to Haiti. Aft er many phone calls, 
airports, and bus rides, Gillot, along with a 
pastor friend from Tennessee, reached his 
hometown of Lafi teau on Saturday. “Praise 
God, my family was okay,” he says.
Gillot fi rst came to the United States 
only six months before his sudden trip 
back home. In July 2009, he moved to 
Rock Valley, Iowa, to live with his host 
family, Herlan and Jeaneen De Jager. He 
fi rst met the De Jagers when they came 
to Haiti for a mission trip. Gillot, working 
at a Haiti-based Christian organization 
called Mission of Hope, had served 
as their translator. Th rough a series of 
conversations in Haiti and e-mails from 
the United States, the De Jagers helped him 
apply to and enroll at Dordt College. In 
August, he moved to Dordt’s campus.
Gillot experienced several challenges 
when he fi rst arrived in the United 
States. His fi rst struggle was the 
language. “Someone asked me if I had 
gotten homesick yet, and I didn’t really 
understand, so I said, ‘No, I don’t have 
anyone sick at home.’ Of course, now I 
know that ‘homesick’ means you miss 
home,” Gillot remembers, 
laughing. “Now I 
am getting better 
at understanding 
phrases, but it will 
still take time for 
me to understand 
everyone.”




the United States was 
racism. “A friend 
told me that there 
aren’t many black 
people in Northwest 
Iowa and that I 
might experience 
prejudice or racism, 
so I was really 
worried about 
that. But I can say 
that I’ve never 
experienced any prejudice here. Th is is a 
good community.”
Gillot’s biggest struggle so far has not 
been the language, American food, or even 
the cold Iowa winters. It has been being 
so far away from his family following the 
earthquake of January 12.
While in Haiti, Gillot witnessed much 
heartbreak. People tried to steal from the 
wreckage of homes and other buildings, 
while others lay injured, waiting for help.  
 “We took some people to the hospital, 
and I cooked for about 300 people who were 
sleeping in the street,” he says.
 Gillot was only able to spend one day 
in Haiti, but he says it was worth it. “I’m 
glad that I could help my people. Th ey now 
realize that in the time of darkness, I didn’t 
leave them alone, and that I care about them 
and love them.”
When Gillot returned to Dordt aft er 
his weekend in Haiti, he initially struggled 
to adapt back to college life aft er seeing so 
much heartbreak. 
“I have found lots of support,” he says. “I 
wouldn’t have been able to make it through 
these weeks without the emotional support 
of the people around me. People even come 
into my room and say, ‘I’m praying for you,’ 
or ‘I want to support you.’” 
Dordt held a prayer service for Haiti 
and its people on January 25 that included 
a free-will donation. Gillot and his host 
family designed a T-shirt to sell at Dordt’s 
bookstore. All of the proceeds from the 
prayer service and the T-shirt sale will 
go to Lafi teau. He and his host family are 
also planning a mission trip to Haiti for 
this summer that will include both Dordt 
students and community members. 
I’m not quite sure when I fi rst realized that “Calvinism” was back.  I don’t mean by that the Reformed doctrines 
held by Calvinists; they never went 
away. Faithful churches have taught 
and proclaimed those doctrines for the 
past half millennium. No, it’s the word 
“Calvinism” that’s back—and with a 
positive cachet that it probably hasn’t had 
for at least 100 years.
I may have realized that I could again 
use the word “Calvinism” in a positive 
sense in American culture shortly aft er 
January 19, 2010, when I was reading a 
blog posting on the victory of Scott Brown 
as the new senator from Massachusetts. 
Th e blog was written by a conservative 
Roman Catholic writer who, far from 
bemoaning the loss of that senate seat 
previously held by the Roman Catholic 
Democrat Ted Kennedy, now was exulting 
in the election of a Protestant Republican 
who, according to this writer, was 
affi  liated with a traditionally Calvinist 
denomination.  However, the writer went 
on to reassure his readers that they need 
not worry because this denomination (the 
Christian Reformed Church in North 
America) was “not your father’s brand 
of Calvinism.” Rather the Calvinism 
espoused by this denomination, according 
to the writer, was an upbeat, positive, 
culture-engaging Christianity 
that sought to make a true 
diff erence to the benefi t of all 
in society.
Whether or not I agree 
with that assessment of 
Senator Brown is not the 
point.  Th e point is that this 
national writer could use 
the term “Calvinism” 
in a secular political 
context as a positive 
descriptor and value. 
Coming on the heels 
of Time magazine’s 
2009 identifi cation of 
“Th e New Calvinism” 
as one of the ten top culture shaping 
movements of the next 20 years, this 
commentary helped convince me that a 
new dawn had broken in America where, 
at least linguistically, the word “Calvinism” 
was back and now carried a positive 
connotation that had been missing for 
quite some time.
It was only about a decade ago 
in this space that I wrote about the 
linguistic labels we should be applying 
as we tried to describe our philosophical 
stance as a college—and settled on the 
term “Reformed.” I still like that term. 
References to a Reformed worldview 
are readily understood among 
academicians who pay attention 
to the varied worldviews on 
which institutions of higher 
education are based. Even 
among Christian colleges we 
oft en describe each other with 
appreciation as being (among 
others) Holiness, Anabaptist, 
Fundamentalist, or Reformed. 
However, in a day 
when a third of the young 
pastors in America’s largest 
protestant denomination, 
the Southern Baptist 
Convention, describe 
themselves as “Calvinists,” 
then we know that we certainly have come 
a long way from the day when Reformed 
Christians cowered under H. L. Mencken’s 
reputed slam that “A Calvinist is someone 
who is afraid that someone somewhere 
might be having a good time.”
Last summer my wife and I were 
worshiping in All Souls Church, a vibrant 
and thriving Anglican congregation in 
the heart of London.  Before the sermon 
began, the pastor called the thousands of 
assembled worshipers to acknowledge the 
importance of that year’s being the 500th
anniversary of the birth of John Calvin—
and to visit the church bookstore aft er the 
service to purchase key volumes on the life 
and impact of Calvin.  
It seems good timing, then, that 
Dordt College is hosting a Calvinism 
conference this spring, examining the 
future of Calvinism for the twenty-fi rst 
century. Th ere are various streams of 
Calvinist thought that can be compared 
and contrasted. And there will certainly 
be debates about which portions of the 
heritage need to be transformed and 
which parts need to be reaffi  rmed and 
propagated. But one thing is certain, the 
term “Calvinism” is back. 
I’m glad that Dordt College never gave 
up on the principles of authentic Reformed 
biblical understanding under whatever 
name it’s been called during the fi rst 55 
years of our history. But I’m also happy 
that we don’t have to duck the “Calvinist” 
label that is so oft en applied to those same 
principles. 
So call us what you want, “Reformed” or 
“Calvinist.” What really counts is that Dordt 
College remains founded on the principles 
of Sacred Scripture. For if we do, whatever 
term others use to describe those principles 
ought to be just fi ne with us.  We’re happy 
when, as in our present day, the terms they 
use increasingly carry a positive tone of 
admiration—not for who we are, but for the 
glory of the God we serve.
f r o m  t H e  p r e s i D e n t
“calvinism” makes a comeback
Dr. carl e. Zylstra







For Claude Gillot, not 
knowing whether his 
family had survived was 
the hardest.  He found 
them alive and also found 
welcome support here dur-
ing a diffi cult time.
v o i c e  2
sally Jongsma
Education helps you move from knowing a little about something, to learning more, to doing something 
with what you’ve learned. That’s an overly 
simple summary of Dr. Robb De Haan’s 
philosophy of education.
“By the end of the semester students 
have learned some things and are ready 
to use them,” he says with his trademark 
smile. So that’s what they did in his 
environmental studies lab last semester. The 
lab introduces students to the biological 
side of environmental studies, looking 
at how organisms depend on water and 
nutrient cycles, understanding the process 
of succession—how an ecosystem sustains 
itself, and considering the implications of 
disrupted systems for endangered species 
and conservation work. De Haan also 
wanted his students to see firsthand the 
importance of conservation.
With knowledge in hand, De Haan’s 
students traveled to Broken Kettle Grassland, 
a 4,000-acre plot of land southwest of Dordt 
College managed by the Nature Conservancy 
to preserve and sustain the natural diversity 
of the prairie. The class used some of 
what they’d learned and, De Haan hoped, 
cemented it in their minds as well.
“They remember better when they get 
out of the classroom,” says De Haan.
Broken Kettle, which was an undisturbed 
prairie until the 1870s, is part of only 0.1 
percent of land in this country that is 
original prairie—land that has never been 
tilled for agriculture. Because of that, it still 
contains plants that are native to the region 
and that are best suited to the ecosystem of 
the area, even though more intensive grazing 
of the land has altered the kind of vegetation 
found there today.
“It was interesting to see how the 
principles we studied in class were applied 
to an area around Dordt,” said Michelle 
Alkema from Pugwash Junction, Nova 
Scotia. She appreciated the fact that going 
to Broken Kettle helped her see the value 
of conservancies as well as see how a 
conservancy is run and what an employee at 
a conservancy might do.
De Haan and members of his class 
worked with an employee of the Nature 
Conservancy to remove old barbed wire 
from its posts, roll it up to be taken away, 
and pull out the posts of a half mile of 
fencing.
The project was much more than 
a tidying up effort though. Bison were 
reintroduced to the area in late 2008 to help 
recreate a biodiverse ecosystem of species 
that support one another and keep the area 
thriving. The bison occasionally get tangled 
in the collapsed and rusted fencing—and 
employees found it dangerous as they 
worked with the bison. Plus, the fencing 
makes it difficult to practice patch-burning 
rotational grazing because it prevents the 
bison from moving around freely.
Patch burning means that different 
sections of the prairie are burned at different 
times. Bison prefer grass on prairies that 
burn periodically, noted the students in a 
poster they created to describe what they 
had learned. Bison eat the tall grass, leaving 
behind the forbs (broad leaf plants) and 
biomass that help create a natural life cycle. 
This, over time, keeps the prairie sustainable 
and healthy. The bison move from area to 
area, thereby allowing the plants and other 
fauna to rejuvenate themselves.
“By pulling out fencing, we were helping 
out a herd of buffalo so that they wouldn’t 
get caught in it,” said Steve Nugteren 
from Pella, Iowa. “It gave me a sense of 
accomplishment because we were helping 
restore a piece of land to be closer to the way 






Put together a local biotechnology firm, a 
college student insterested 
in biotechnology, and Dordt 
College’s sophisticated DNA 
sequencing equipment, and what 
do you get?
A win-win situation for 
everyone.
Last fall, senior Josh Bowers 
from Peyton, Colorado, spent 
two hours a day in an internship 
with InnoVac on a project 
that led to his senior research, 
“Culturing Canine Parvovirus In 
Vitro: Detection of Mutations.” 
This semester, Bowers is 
using the DNA sequencer to 
continue his canine antigen 
vaccine project. He is trying to 
determine whether additional 
batches of antigens can be 
generated through a method of 
refeeding after harvest, without 
having the antigens mutate.
“We really enjoyed working 
with Josh,” said Dave Einerwold, 
business manager at InnoVac, 
who added that his fresh young 
set of eyes and excellent biotech 
background were very helpful. 
Being a college student, Josh 
liked to work at night so he 
could use the facilities without 
interrupting the work of regular 
daytime staff.
InnoVac LLC is a full service, 
USDA-licensed contract research 
laboratory that opened in Sioux 
Center in November 2008. 
Bowers had the privilege of 
seeing many aspects of starting 
up a new company. “I was really 
fortunate that my internship 
was not just working in a lab, 
but also interacting and learning 
from core team people in the 
firm.”
After completing his degree 
at Dordt College, Bowers plans 
to attend medical school. 
Campus
Capsules
Pre-med Senior Josh Bowers is gaining 
valuable research experience through a 
biotechnology internship.
v o i c e  3
The several thousand acres that make up Broken Kettle Grasslands have never been plowed. But they were grazed, so the area is lined with brokendown, rusting 
barbed wire fences, hindering both people and animals.
Former education professor Cella Bosma loved life. She lived it 
fully, and her enthusiasm 
spilled into the lives of 
her family, friends, peers, 
colleagues, and students.
When she was diagnosed 
with breast cancer in 2007, 
Bosma used a CaringBridge site 
to record her thoughts, fears, and 
confidence in a God who was walking 
step-by-step alongside her through the 
challenges of cancer treatment.
Bosma’s two year battle with cancer 
ended on March 29, 2009. But her 
CaringBridge journal has now been 
edited into book form, allowing anyone 
dealing with cancer to continue drawing 
faith and insight from her experience.
Wow! What a Ride! A Journey With 
Cancer is a publication of Dordt Press, 
edited by Dr. Mike Vanden Bosch, emeritus 
professor of English and Bosma’s uncle.
The book sells for $18 and is available 
at major online booksellers and the Dordt 
College Bookstore.
Journal entries become a book
To learn more about the bison at Broken Kettle 
Grasslands visit the Nature Conservancy’s  website 
at http://www.nature.org/wherewework/northameri-
ca/states/iowa
service learning benefits bison
ellen De Young
What if you like engineering, but you also like business? You might consider construction 
management. A new partnership between 
the engineering and business administration 
departments is paving the way for this new 
major.
“A construction management program 
would include a combination of engineering 
and business courses,” explains engineering 
professor Dr. Ethan Brue. Brue is a member 
of the committee that has laid out the plans 
for this program. Construction managers 
serve as the intermediate step between the 
planning and the actual implementation 
of construction, so the proposed program 
would include not only business and 
engineering courses but also specialty 
courses such as Construction Methods and 
Project Management.
“This is something that Dordt could do 
well,” notes Brue. “There is a need for those 
who manage construction projects to think 
about people, money, and materials as more 
than just managing resources. Construction 
management is about serving.”
Business professor Dale Zevenbergen 
notes that Dordt is one of only two member 
schools in the Council of Christian Colleges 
and Universities that offers such a major. 
Besides drawing students who come to 
college already interested in construction 
management, the program could be a good 
option for an engineering major who finds 
that he or she doesn’t like the thought of 
multiple semesters of physics and calculus 
or a business major who decides she would 
rather not study tax codes or marketing.
Though it’s hard to gauge the interest in 
a program that doesn’t yet exist at Dordt, 
Brue and the committee have researched 
the enrollment in similar majors at nearby 
universities.
“The demographics suggest there are a 
number of students who would be interested, 
and in initial conversations related to the 
proposal, we’ve talked to several students 
who have expressed interest.”
Brue anticipates that the construction 
management program might begin as a 
minor or an emphasis within the business 
major, though he hopes that it will become 
a major when circumstances are right. “We 
are really waiting for the person—someone 
who can lend insight into what it’s like in the 
construction management industry and who 
also realizes the value of training disciples in 
that area.”
Brue looks forward to seeing how this 
program develops and to continuing the 
dialogue about what it means to be a servant 
and a steward in construction management.
sonja Doty 
  
“This semester became one of 
displacement,” says Senior Sonja Doty. Doty is 
in D.C. attending the Washington Journalism 
Center, a program that requires students to 
not only do an internship and take classes, 
but also participate in mandated service-
learning activities with local organizations.  
I like coats. Long ones, short ones, blends, cotton, trench, leather. I would spend more time wandering antique stores 
looking at relics from the '50s and '60s than 
ever in an Abercrombie & Fitch or even 
Target. 
When I got off the Washington, D.C., 
Metro at Benning Road station, I wished I 
hated them. Several of my colleagues and 
I, six this particular morning, were headed 
toward Cornerstone Christian, a pre-K 
through 8th-grade school that was one of 
many service-learning locations. The intent, 
as stated multiple times by the program 
directors Terry Mattingly and Peter Baker, 
was to make us feel uncomfortable. I’d say 
it succeeded before we even got onto the 
escalator to the street. 
My brand-new, reversible coat, 
alternating tan and white, without a smudge 
of dirt on it, was functionally a label of  
Does Not Belong. It had been a present 
from my mother for Christmas, and an 
unexpected one at that. When I landed in 
DC, I was glad for any and all cold-weather 
clothing I could get. 
Cornerstone Christian is located 
in Anacostia, a section of D.C. The 
metropolitan police department logged 
4396 acts of crime last year in the 7th 
district which Anacostia is a part of, out of 
36,945 city-wide (twelve percent). While 
the neighborhood isn’t ghetto—it could 
only be called that by, I suspect, lily-white 
pearl-clutching naifs—it was a distinctly 
poorer neighborhood than where the 
Washington Journalism Center was. 
What we were briefed about in the 
lecture preceding our service-learning was 
how white we are and how black Anacostia 
is. At the time, I thought I had all the 
color-awareness driven out of me because 
I’d grown up in southern California, eight 
miles from the Mexican border. I really 
didn’t. 
It wasn’t just color; it was a whole 
lifestyle I'd never experienced. This 
community had a history, an atmosphere, 
that I, by my color, background, economic 
status, and upbringing, could never fully 
understand. 
And my coat stood for all of it. As we 
stood at the bus stop, shivering in the cold 
and trying to not look out of place (and 
failing miserably, I might add), I kept 
wishing my coat was tattered, or at least not 
a clean, sleek tan. I could have fit in! I kept 
telling myself. You left behind your grubby 
gray jacket, genius, my brain kept retorting. 
That would have blended more, I thought. 
It was my go-to back at Dordt College, a 
holdover from my dad's thinner days. It had 
stains and frayed cuffs, and a definite sense 
of being used.    
But if I’m honest with myself, it 
wouldn't have worked, even if I had been 
wearing the grubby jacket, my holey 
sneakers, and paint-stained shirt. 
Lesson learned: There are some places 
you don’t belong, but it's there that you can 
learn the fastest.
A Coat of Few Colors
construction management 
considered as new major
A student interested in construction management could have gotten an inside look at what’s involved by follow-
ing the progress on Dordt’s new apartment-style upperclass residence building that has been under construction 
all year. The building is scheduled to be completed in August, in time for the start of next fall’s semester.




Driving, doing taxes, using a debit card, and filling up 
the gas tank of a car are activities 
that the majority of American 
college students are familiar with 
and take for granted. For a group 
of students on Dordt’s campus, 
however, these experiences 
are brand new. They are the 
missionary kids (“MKs”), facing 
unique challenges as they come 
to an American college from 
countries all over the world. 
Karissa Sjaarda, a Dordt 
admissions counselor, 
recognized this need and, 
with the help of a few MKs on 
campus, founded a club for 
them in 2008. In the fall of 2009, 
the MK club joined with Mu 
Kappa, the official international 
club for missionary kids found 
on forty-five college campuses. 
Sjaarda serves as the admissions 
counselor for children of 
missionaries and hopes that this 
club will attract more of them to 
Dordt. 
Freshman Michelle Palmer, 
from Nigeria, explains that the 
club meetings are very informal 
and can include “game nights, 
talking over pizza, sharing 
pictures of our home countries, 
and sharing our experiences 
of coming to the U.S.” MKs 
have unique challenges that 
most college students don’t 
understand, like adjusting to the 
cultures of both their mission 
countries and the United States. 
Junior Miriam McAuley, from 
Malawi, notes, “I look like 
every other American, but it’s a 
challenge to relate to my peers 
sometimes. Growing up as an 
MK, you are surrounded by 
other missionaries, their work, 
and talk around the dinner 
table about what is going on in 
various countries and how it 
could be helped.” Conversations 
are much different in North 
America. Mu Kappa gives these 
MKs a chance to encourage 
each other and talk with people 
who “speak that same language,” 
notes McAuley.
“Being part of Mu Kappa 
has been a great part of my 
experience at Dordt,” says 
Palmer. “It’s given me a chance 
to meet other MKs and 
connect with people who really 
understand what I have had to 





An English Literature major with a journalism mi-
nor, Sonja Doty grew up in Chula Vista, California. 




to perfection in 
national testing
Jane ver steeg
They don’t claim perfection, but a looks at recent pass 
rates for students enrolled in 
the collaborative Dordt and 
St. Luke’s College nursing 
programs shows an exceptionally 
high performance rate for 
students taking the NCLEX 
(National Council Licensure 
EXamination), a test students 
must pass to become licensed as 
a Registered Nurse.
In four of the past five 
years, 100 percent of the Dordt/
St. Luke’s partnership nursing 
students taking the NCLEX-RN 
test passed it on their first try. 
NCLEX examinations are 
administered by the National 
Council of State Boards of 
Nursing, Inc. (NCSBN), to 
ensure that all nurses entering 
the U.S. workforce have the 
necessary knowledge and skills 
to provide quality nursing care. 
The average NCLEX pass rate 
in Iowa for 2009 is 85 percent, 
while the national average is 
88 percent. Dordt’s Director of 
Nursing, Dr. Pam Hulstein, says 
near perfect pass rates over the 
past several years speak to both 
the quality of the collaborative 
nursing program and the 
students who have chosen to 
enroll in them. 
Dordt College and St. Luke’s 
College have partnered together 
in offering nursing education for 
nearly a decade. A consortium 
agreement allows dual-
enrollment, so nursing students 
get a hospital-based nursing 
education at St. Luke’s Regional 
Medical Center along with 
their comprehensive Christian 
education at Dordt College.
Graduates of the 
collaborative nursing program 
give overwhelmingly positive 
comments about  their 
experience. From 2006 through 
2009, 100 percent of respondents 
to a six-month graduate 
curriculum survey regarded 
their educational instruction 
as average or above average. 
In addition, 100 percent of 
employers of RNs from the 
program in the past four years 
said overall performance of 
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sally Jongsma
A friend asked Neal Vellema last year what he was passionate about. When the ag-missions major told him 
he didn’t know, he said, “You should go do 
something with Dea Lieu.” Lieu is a Dordt 
graduate in the Ivory Coast.
“I thought he was crazy, but the 
comment stayed in the back of my mind,” 
Vellema says. Gradually he came to the 
conclusion that he should go, in part to 
explore whether agricultural missions was 
really what he wanted to do. He raised some 
of the money he needed through family and 
his church and flew to Abidjan, Ivory Coast, 
on June 4.
“It was a wild week for a native of 
Northwest Iowa. From police carrying AK-
47s to the seeming chaos of traffic to slow-
going travel, Vellema knew immediately that 
he was out of his comfort zone.
“I didn’t take advantage of a Partners 
Worldwide orientation offer, thinking it 
would save me a trip to Grand Rapids 
(Michigan) and make it more of an 
adventure,” he says. An adventure it was.
Dea Lieu met Vellema in the capital city 
of Abidjan, nearly 400 miles from his home. 
The trip back took a long day because of 
the condition of the roads. Lieu lives in an 
area still controlled by rebels from the civil 
war. Although the government officially has 
taken back control, the rebels still “police” 
the area. Checkpoints along the roads are 
manned by rebels carrying semi-automatic 
machine guns. 
“I was told they weren’t much of an actual 
threat, but they were definitely intimidating.  
Each time we reached a checkpoint with 
Dea’s pickup, we had to stop and talk to 
them, and each time, my heart was racing,” 
says Vellema.
Vellema lived with Lieu’s family. But Dea 
was the only person who spoke English.
“His kids were really fun, and we enjoyed 
playing soccer and card games, but most 
of our communication took a lot of effort,” 
Vellema says. They did use Google at times to 
type in sentences they wanted to say to each 
other and then read the translation.
The Lieu family lives in the rain forest. 
“The ‘bush’ is a monster that takes over the 
roads and everything in its path if it isn’t 
continually cut back,” Vellema says. To 
control its growth, the traditional way of 
doing agriculture is “slash and burn,” which 
sends the ground’s nutrients up in smoke and 
leaves the land vulnerable to being washed 
away.
Lieu is trying to show his people a 
different way to farm, but change does 
not come easily. Vellema hoped to help 
restore a demonstration farm that Lieu had 
helped set up before he was forced to flee 
the country during the civil war. The farm, 
whose purpose was to show more sustainable 
farming practices, had been destroyed in the 
war.
But the farm needed more than hard 
work. It needed money to rebuild—money 
that no one had. So Vellema spent most 
of his time working with Lieu on his own 
farm growing rice, peanuts, and chickens to 
support his family of seven.
For a North American dairy farm boy 
used to getting up early to get the work done 
every morning, the biggest challenge was 
cultural. Vellema wanted to accomplish as 
much as he could while he was there.
“Things take a long time to get done in 
Africa,” he says. “Some days people sleep 
longer, and then food needs to be made, and 
then someone may stop by and you need to 
spend time with them.…” he recalls with a 
smile. Lieu would talk with him about these 
differences, knowing from his four years in 
North America how they contrasted.
“He told me that for people to see I 
had come as a Christian to offer help was a 
witness in itself; what I did physically was not 
the only or even most important part of my 
stay,” Vellema says, although he still wanted 
to see results from his visit.
He’s pretty North American, he realizes, 
even though he thinks he may walk a little 
slower than he used to, and he tries not to 
worry as much about getting things done. He 
also realized how much he missed and loved 
farming in the Midwest. 
Vellema will graduate in May, and 
although his plans aren’t firm, he wants to 
have his own farm, although not a dairy like 
he grew up on.
“In dairy farming you never get a day off,” 
he says, but not because he isn’t willing to 
work. “I’d like to be at the forefront of a move 
back to smaller, more diverse farms that raise 
a variety of animals and crops in a way that is 
very conscious of keeping the land healthy.” 
“I’d love to go back to Ivory Coast 
someday to help with a specific project, 
but I think I can also have an impact here,” 





Senior Agriculture Major Neal Vellema and Agriculture Alumnus Dea Lieu work together to set up a drip 
irrigation system in Lieu’s farm in the Ivory Coast.
Position Openings
Application reviews will begin immediately.  
Qualified persons committed to a Reformed, 
Biblical perspective and educational philosophy 
are encouraged to send a letter of interest and 
curriculum vita/resume to:
Dr. Erik Hoekstra, Provost
Dordt College • 498 4th Ave NE
Sioux Center, IA 51250-1697
Fax: 712-722-6035 • E-mail: provost@dordt.edu
www.dordt.edu/offices/academic_affairs
Dordt College is seeking applications in the following areas: 
Agriculture Department Program Leader
Dordt College is seeking a person committed to Christian higher education for a new position 
in the agriculture department.  This person will work alongside agriculture faculty to develop 
and advance the department to help prepare our students for careers in agriculture and ag/
business fields.  Responsibilities include coordinating internship opportunities, developing 
college relationships with agricultural producers and industry representatives, coordinating an 
Advisory Board of agriculture industry members, overseeing college agriculture facilities, and 
coordinating prospective student recruitment efforts of the department. Depending on the 
education and experience of the candidate, the position would, ideally, include minor teaching 
responsibilities in agriculture or ag/business.  A master’s degree or MBA, five to ten years of 
experience in an ag business field, strong influencing skills, sales and marketing experience, and 
well-developed communication and organizational skills are desired.  Teaching experience is 
preferred but not required.
Faculty Positions (August 2010)
Construction Management 
Engineering 
Fine Arts & Graphic Design 
Physics 
Dordt College is an equal opportunity institution that strongly encourages the applications of women, 
minorities, and disabled persons.
Sewell named 
ARIHE lecturer
Dr. Keith Sewell, professor of history, has been 
appointed an ARIHE lecturer 
for 2010-2012. The Association 
of Reformed Institutions of 
Higher Education (ARIHE) is an 
association of ten institutions in 
the Reformed and Presbyterian 
Christian tradition. The ARIHE 
lectures, which run in a two-
year cycle, aim to nurture their 
collective Reformed Christian 
identity.
Sewell’s series of lectures 
will be titled “Evangelicalism 
and the Challenge of 
Reformational Christianity: past 
trajectories and contemporary 
predicaments.”
In the first lecture, “Surprise, 
Triumph, and Tragedy of 
Christianity” Sewell will look at 
why divergent understandings 
of how the Scriptures are 
authoritative for Christian faith 
and practice developed. 
The second lecture, “The 
Emergence of Evangelicalism” 
looks at how and why 
emphasis on the sensate and 
emotive over intellectual 
understanding developed, and 
why evangelicalism did not see 
the religious significance of all 
human culture and creation. 
In his final lecture, 
“The Consequences of 
Evangelicalism,” Sewell 
examines why evangelicalism 
has increasingly exhibited both 
man-centered and other-worldly 
tendencies.  Contemporary 
“Reformed evangelicalism” 
is contrasted with the neo-
Calvinism eventually emerging 
from the work of Abraham 
Kuyper (1837-1920)—with 
its directional view of biblical 
authority and positive regard 
for creation and culture 
and its ability to live and 




v o i c e  6
Dr. Ryan Zonnefeld opened his e-mail one day last 




would like to present you 
with the Jordan Larson 
Award.  The Larson award 
goes each year to our 
outstanding educational 
administration graduate.  It 
entails honoring you at an 
awards luncheon in May, 
and giving you a plaque 
and $500.  Congratulations! 
Zonnefeld was taken 
by surprise, partly because he didn’t even 
know there was such an award, but also 
because he had defended his dissertation 
already last March. But he felt very honored. 
Zonnefeld’s professors at Iowa State 
University told him, “You’ll know,” 
when he asked their advice on how to 
choose the right topic for his doctoral 
dissertation. They were right. In a class on 
superintendent and school board relations, 
after a respected researcher shared some 
beginning research on how school board 
behavior affected the school’s effectiveness. 
Zonnefeld asked if there was any similar 
research on Christian schools.
“No,” she said, adding, “You do it, and 
I’ll help you.”
There it was, he realized, his research 
topic. Zonnefeld had been a principal 
and had some experience working with 
Christian school boards, but he realized he 
didn’t really know what individual board 
members thought about the role they 
played or the effect they had on the school’s 
educational program. Yet he knew from 
reading other research 
and from experience that 
it was important.
Out of many 
possible research angles, 
he decided to try to 
determine how effective 
school boards thought 
they were, reasoning that 
getting them to think 
about that issue would 
help them ask other 
questions.
“It was not about 
what I thought they 
should do, but about 
what they thought,” 
he says. Working with 
Christian schools in Iowa, South Dakota, 
Minnesota, and Wisconsin, he adapted a 
study that had been used in public schools 
to gather data on board members’ perceived 
effectiveness in six areas:
Making decisions
Functioning as a group
Exercising authority
Connecting to the community
Professional development
Acting strategically
He found that participants rated 
themselves highly in the first two areas, 
somewhat lower in exercising authority, 
and low in professional development—
getting training that would help them be 
better board members. Connecting to 
the community was surprisingly average, 
although some of the reasons for this, 
Zonnefeld believes, might be different 
from those in public school surveys. And 
acting strategically was rated low: Christian 
school board members are generally on for 
a short term and then done, making it more 
difficult to carry through strategic plans.
Also interesting was that in all areas 
principals rated the board’s effectiveness 
in these six areas higher than the board 
presidents, who rated them higher than 
individual board members.
Although Zonnefeld’s study does not 
tell boards what they should do, it does 
lead them to ask questions and gives some 
ideas for further thought and action. One 
pilot school with which he worked says 
the interaction they had through the study 
has already made them think about and do 
more educating of its board members.
Zonnefeld hopes that in the future he 
and his colleagues can help school boards 
develop training materials. He’s also 
interested in expanding the scope of his 
study to other Christian school boards. But 
those efforts must get in line behind the 
immediacy of teaching and student teacher 
supervision. 
Although the work doesn’t have a direct 
impact on his teaching, Zonnefeld says he 
probably talks with his students more about 
their relationship as teachers to boards 
than if he hadn’t done the study. He tells 
them, “School boards have an impact on 
education. Know who they are so you can 
together do the work of the school.”
Keith Sewell Ryan Zonnefeld
Zonnefeld earns top award 
The Jordan Larson Award is in memory of Dr. Jordan 
Lewis Larson, a long-time school 
administrator in Iowa, who served 





Dr. barb Hoekstra presented a 
workshop at the Christian Educator’s 
Association 
Convention in South 
Bend, Indiana, 
in October.  The 
workshop titled 
“You win, I lose! 




than a competitive 
one in schools and 
classrooms.  
Dr. erik Hoekstra, Provost; Dr. Hubert 
Krygsman, Core Program Director and 
Professor of History; and Ms. bethany 
schuttinga, Associate Provost for Co-
Curricular Programs, gave a presentation 
at the annual CCCU International 
Forum held in Atlanta in February. 
Titled “Connecting Life and Learning: 
Developing Integral Christian Learning 
through Curricular and Co-Curricular 
Collaboration,” the presentation described 
three key components of Dordt’s program 
development:
• An “Educational Framework” that 
identifies student learning goals from a 
holistic biblical perspective.
• The process of campus-wide, 
comprehensive review and revision 
of our Core Program based on this 
“Educational Framework.”
• An emerging partnership between 
curricular and co-curricular programs in 
realizing student learning goals.
Dr. ed starkenburg served on the Iowa 
Department of Education state review team 
at the University of Northern Iowa on March 
7-10 to evaluate their teacher education 
program. Starkenburg has been serving on 
state review teams for ten years. The Dordt 
Teacher Education will have its state review 
in November 2010, and Starkenburg is 
writing its institutional report.
Starkenburg, Dr. Tim Van Soelen, and 
Dr. Pat Kornelis attended the National 
Professional Development School conference 
in Orlando from March 11-13. Two Rock 
Valley Christian School teachers, Robin Te 
Slaa and Loretta Wynia. who will be working 
closely with two student teachers during the 
2010-2011 school year, also attended.
History Professor David Zwart 
presented a paper at the Missouri Valley 
History Conference in Omaha, Nebraska, on 
March 6.  The title of his paper was “Hitherto 
Hath the Lord Helped Us:  Dutch-American 
Celebrations in the Middle of the Twentieth 
Century.”  
bradley miedema, director of 
instrumental music, led the biennial 
High School String Orchestra Festival 
at Dordt College on Thursday, February 
18.  Individual high school orchestras 
joined the Dordt Chamber Orchestra 
for a mass orchestra of more than 100 
string players.  Students participated in 
afternoon sectionals and full rehearsals 
before presenting the evening concert which 
included works by Berger, Handel, Lloyd 
Webber, and Rimsky-Korsakov. 
f A c u l t Y  n e w s
Barb Hoekstra
Dr. Douglas De Boer has driven the Neon Re-Volt over 1000 
miles and says it has performed 
flawlessly through even the coldest 
weather—although its range has 
been reduced to about 10 or 15 miles 
when the batteries are very cold. The 
Neon, which was converted into an 
electric car as a senior design project 
last year, has been on the road in 
regular daily service as an around-
town runner since mid July. De Boer 
is willing to show the car or talk about 
it to anyone interested. He’s kept a 
running diary of events the car has 
been involved in at www.evalbum.
com/2761
Electric Car Going Strong
Jane ver steeg
One thousand miles separate students at Dordt College and those attending Covenant College 
in Lookout Mountain, Georgia. But thanks 
to modern technology, students on each 
campus are enrolled in the same creative 
writing course. Forty-two students are 
learning how to approach the process of 
fiction writing from author James Calvin 
Schaap.
Schaap’s writing talent caught the eye 
of Paul Hesselink, an emeritus professor 
of English at Covenant College, who 
encountered Schaap’s work while searching 
for a Christmas story to share at a faculty 
party. A story in Schaap’s 1997 collection 
of short stories, “The Secrets of Barneveld 
Calvary,” fit the bill.
 As head of Covenant’s Writer-in-
Residence program, Hesselink contacted 
Schaap and asked him to consider teaching a 
course there this spring. The program brings 
an accomplished writer to campus every 
other year to teach some genre of imaginative 
writing.
Schaap already had a class of twenty-
two Dordt students enrolled in his spring 
semester fiction course, but after some 
careful consideration, he accepted the 
challenge of simultaneously teaching the 
same course to another twenty students at 
Covenant College.
When asked how he was dealing with 
teaching both of these classes Schaap said, 
“The real problem is just the blizzard. Not 
snow. Papers. I’ve got them coming in from 
all angles these days, and they mount up fast. 
. . . The thing is I sort of enjoy it—maybe 
even too much. . . . I’ve got forty-two fiction 
writers. That’s awful (but I like ‘em).”
Schaap spent a week at Covenant at the 
start of the semester and returned there for a 
week in March during Dordt’s spring break. 
The rest of the course is accomplished via 
the internet, e-mail, and mp3 podcasts that 
Schaap has recorded and posted online. The 
Covenant students have access to the same 
written materials offered to Dordt students 
through “Courses@Dordt,” an online tool for 
faculty and student interaction on Dordt’s 
computer network.
Schaap has paired up a few “pen pals” 
between the schools, and students from 
both classes can comment on each other’s 
short story assignments through an online 
forum. In addition, Schaap recruited Dordt 
alumna Carma Smidt (’99) to help individual 
students from both colleges with their first 
attempts at writing fiction. Smidt has a 
master’s degree in creative writing from the 
University of South Dakota.  
 “Generally I’d say a quite significant 
number of students who take this class are 
disappointed in what they write,” Schaap said 
when asked about his goals for the courses. 
“I don’t really care whether my students 
write grand short stories. I’d much rather 
have them understand the process, work at 
it, learn something about imagination and 
creativity, look closely at stories other people 
consider to be good, and just live in the 
world of an imaginative writer for a while. 
They’ll have the rest of their lives to live—
and write.”
This is actually Schaap’s second 
collaboration with Covenant College: In the 
1980s, he wrote a play about the story of 
King David with Musician James Ward, who 
once taught at Covenant. The musical was 
titled, “The House of the Lord,” and it was 
performed at Covenant in the early ’80s.
The Bagpipe Online, a student newspaper 
at Covenant College, introduced Schaap to 
the campus with the headline: “Professor 
wows adoring students with writing know-
how and witty wordplay.” Writer Lianne 
Visser, a Covenant College senior from 
Whitinsville, Massachusetts,  noted, “Schaap 
is Dutch, hails from Wisconsin, has a great 
Reformed name, currently teaches at Dordt 
College, and has graciously agreed to teach a 
class here as well.”
Schaap, who has been teaching English 
at Dordt College for thirty-two years, has 
written more than twenty books; won 
an Award of Merit in the Christianity 
Today 2004 book awards; received five top 
Evangelical Press Association fiction awards, 
as well as four Associated Church Press 
Awards. He was among twenty authors 
featured in The Best Christian Writing 2004, 
and his novel Romey’s Place was a runner-
up for the prestigious Christy Award. 
Schaap’s articles, essays, and short stories 
have been published in more than twenty-
five magazines and journals, including Poet 





On January 7, Dr. Paul Fessler, professor of 
history, had the privilege of 
escaping the Iowa winter to 
make a presentation in Phoenix, 
Arizona, titled Melting Pot or 
Exploding Kettle? Understanding 
Today’s Immigration Debates 
from a Historical Perspective. 
Fessler focused on today’s 
heated immigration debates 
and reminded his audience 
that these debates are nothing 
new in American history. From 
prejudice against nineteenth 
century Catholic immigrants 
to the nationwide campaign 
against German-Americans 
after the United States entered 
into World War I, immigration 
has long been a contentious 
issue. Fessler’s presentation 
highlighted the broad contours 
of America’s immigrant past 
from the early 1800s to the 
middle of the twentieth century 
in order to better critique 
contemporary issues such as 
bilingual education and illegal 
immigration. 
Fessler’s presentation to 
alumni and friends of the college 
was arranged through the 
alumni office with the assistance 
of Alumni Council members 
Elizabeth Danzeisen and Merl 
Alons, who hosted a dessert 
social after the presentation. 
Board of Trustee member 
Norma Nikkel also helped with 
the evening’s event. 
While in Phoenix, Fessler 
also made presentations at 
Christian schools in Valley of the 
Sun and met with prospective 
students of Dordt College. 
Fessler is available to lead similar 
conversations as it fits into 
his schedule. For information 
contact Wesley Fopma, director 
of alumni relations at wfopma@
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Dr. James Schaap has found a creative way to work with and connect fiction writing students at two sister 
institutions. 
James Schaap double-dips to be 
Writer-in-Residence at Covenant
Dr. Jay shim helped organize and lead 
an IAPCHE (International Association 











titled “A Biblical 
Foundation for Christian Education,” 
“Principles of Christian Scholarship,” and 
“Types of Christian Education.”
Dr. Hubert r. Krygsman, currently 
the Associate Provost and Director of the 
Andreas Center for Reformed Scholarship 
and Service, has been appointed the third 
president of Redeemer University College. 
He will begin his duties on June 1, 2010. 
Krygsman, who was born and raised in 
southwestern Ontario, has been teaching 
history at Dordt for twenty years.
chemistry professor carl fictorie 
and mathematics and computer science 
professor Dennis De Jong, along with 
biology major Deb Jude, were judges for 
the Dakota Christian School Science Fair 
on March 5.  This is the sixth year Dordt 
professors have judged the event.
In January and February, Engineering 
Professors Douglas De boer and nolan 
van gaalen led a series of training sessions 
for Shirley (Noteboom, ’87) Kaemingk’s 
students at Unity Christian High School 
in Orange City, who were preparing for 
the regional JETS/TEAMS competition. 
Students were preparing to answer scientific 
and technical questions about eight different 
scenarios related to water resource use and 
quality issues around the world.  
At last fall’s National Council of Teachers 
of English convention, Dr. leah Zuidema 
presented a paper discussing the findings 
from research she has done on the writing 
teachers do: “Reading and Rereading 
Audience: Expertise and Authority in 
Teachers’ Talk and Texts.” As a member 
of NCTE’s Committee for Scientific and 
Technical Communication, Zuidema also 
led a roundtable discussion titled “Service 
Learning and Outreach Projects in the 
Technical Communication Curriculum,” 
describing projects she uses in English 305 
(Business and Technical Writing). And as 
chair of NCTE’s Promising Young Writers 
Advisory Committee, she met with that 
group to discuss ways to use their writing 
contest/program to encourage and support 
writing at the junior high level.
f A c u l t Y  n e w s
Jay Shim
Sally Jongsma
Calvinism o ers a big, coherent worldview that helps people take account of the issues of the day,” says Dr. Hubert Krygsman, Associate Provost for Academic A airs. It does 
so by emphasizing God’s sovereignty and grace 
as well as his care for the entire created world. 
If God cares so much for this world, so should 
we, according to Calvinists. We serve God, in 
part, by caring for and about people, institutions, 
other creatures, the land, and everything else in 
this world that he made. Such a view requires us 
to do more than simply live piously, and it puts 
faithful living into the bigger context of living and 
working in and for Christ’s kingdom.
Calvinism has gotten a bad reputation from 
many people throughout the past couple of 
centuries. For many, Jonathan Edwards’ “Sinners 
in the Hands of an Angry God” has become a 
caricature of what Calvinism is. But Jonathan 
Edwards really embodied a warm spirituality, 
says Dordt College President Carl Zylstra. In his 
convocation address last fall, Zylstra said that 
Calvinism o ers a forward-looking and optimistic 
perspective on life. Because of this growing 
awareness, Zylstra sees a new appreciation for 
Calvinism today.
Why? Zylstra believes it is partly because 
Calvinistic thinking o ers not only a forward-
looking but also a sturdy perspective on life in an 
increasingly complex world.
“I believe that many people are looking for a 
solid biblical way of thinking that anchors them 
and helps them form answers to questions they 
face in their everyday lives,” Zylstra says. “In times 
of uncertainty, people look for stability. A er 
living through the consumerism of the 1990s 
and the economic collapse, social upheaval, and 
global uncertainty of the past decade, people are 
asking what is really true and what can they stake 
their lives and build their future on. A Calvinistic 
worldview helps us do that.”
Krygsman o ers further re ection. “ ere is 
a sense in which Calvinism o ers a more credible 
and biblical understanding of Christianity than 
some other interpretations.” Most biblical scholars 
do not  nd dispensational premillenialism (the 
belief held by some evangelicals that, at his 
second coming, Christ will be on the earth for his 
millennial reign) to be biblically credible today. 
And the last decade has seen growing numbers 
of Christians become disillusioned with an 
evangelicalism that authors like Mark Noll have 
characterized as intellectually light. Today, many 
evangelical Christian leaders have been at least 
partly shaped by Calvinist and Reformed thinkers.
But people who call themselves Calvinist 
today come in a variety of strains. Dr. Keith 
Sewell, professor of history, talks about “Multiple 
Calvinisms” and, in fact, is presenting a lecture 
on that topic at Dordt’s April 8-10 conference on 
Calvinism in the 21st century. Reformed Zurich, 
Calvinistic Geneva, and Presbyterian Edinburgh 
all developed their own strains of the Reformed 
faith. Sewell lists many in uences, including 
scholasticism, confessionalism, American 
evangelicalism, and Dutch Kuyperianism, that 
have in uenced di erent groups in di erent ways. 
He believes that the “neo-Calvinism” of Abraham 
Kuyper’s spiritual-intellectual successors gives 
the best framework out of which to live and act 
constructively in today’s world because it Live 
boldly. Give boldly. focuses on the 
coming of Christ’s kingdom.
“If growing interest in 
Calvinism is to be more 
than a fad, people need 
to understand that 
the coming of Christ’s 
kingdom is radical 
stu ,” says Sewell. He 
became convinced of the 
importance of such a 
worldview as a young 
new Christian, drawn 
 rst to a Puritan 
Calvinism for its 
intellectual depth 
and articulation of 
the teaching of John 
Calvin.
“But it did not satisfy 
because it gave no advice 
about how to live in the modern world,” says 
Sewell. Abraham Kuyper took the basics 
of old Calvinism and rearticulated them in 
terms that help Christians learn how to live 
in a post-French Revolutionary world. Today 
this approach is sometimes referred to as 
reformational Christianity.
Not all Calvinists share that emphasis.  e 
New Calvinism of people like Mark Driscoll 
and John Piper focuses on Calvinist doctrine, 
drawn from Scripture, that o ers apologetic 
certainty in a world of post modern 
relativism, believes Krygsman. “Some of our 
students are sympathetic to this emphasis 
because they feel it gives them clear 
doctrinal answers for why they believe.”
So how do Reformed Calvinist 
Christian people and institutions 
work together?
“We need to recognize the 
breadth of the Christian church 
and humbly listen to and learn 
from each other, but we also 
need not be embarrassed about 
the unique contribution we at 
Dordt College bring to those 
who want to live their lives 
as God’s obedient children,” 
says Zylstra.
 at is what Dordt 
College tries to do as an 
educational institution: 
help students to  develop a 
comprehensive worldview that 
addresses contemporary issues, 
to see and appreciate God’s grace to 
them and their neighbors, and to  nd a 
credible basis for their beliefs.
Fleshing out an integrated and 
comprehensive curriculum that 
embodies these goals is an ongoing 
process and draws members of the 
campus community back to basic 
starting points every step of the 
way.
“ e continuing challenge 
of Reformational Christianity 
is to take the creation order 
seriously—understanding that 
God cares about everything 
he made; to recognize the 
religious character of human 
culture—including art, 
commerce, and public life; 
and to recognize the integral 
character of Christ’s call to 
discipleship—that it is not 
a personal or private a air,” 
says Sewell.
“We will never be able 
to satisfy all of the di erences between Puritan 
Calvinists, Neo-Calvinists, and Southern Baptist 
 ve-point Calvinists,” says Krygsman, but we 
can recognize that we share basic points of unity 
because we all a£  rm:
• God’s work in creation
• Our redemption in Jesus Christ
•  e Lordship of Christ
• Our calling to be transformed in our
individual lives
To Zylstra the best way for Dordt College to 
work with other Christians is not to debate the 
 ne points of doctrine, but to apply what we 
believe in a curriculum that draws people together 
around an educational mission. 
He tells people, “ is is how we do it. Wouldn’t 
you like to join us?”
Strong convictions need to be continually 
re ned by the Holy Spirit—and humbly held.
Even as there seems to be a growing interest 
in Calvinism among Christians from other 
traditions, growing numbers of young people who 
have grown up in the Reformed Calvinist tradition 
are breaking their connections with their churches 
and even their faith or being drawn to a more 
personal and individual expression of that faith. 
“We need to make sure that our Reformed 
Calvinistic worldview is honest and engages the 
issues and questions that young people want 
answered. We can’t just spout clichés.  at’s a big 
challenge,” says Krygsman.
Reformed Calvinist young people are part of 
their post modern world, part of a generation 
o en alienated from institutions and organizations
and o en involved in their world of voluntary 
personal connections through social media.
 e challenge for Dordt College, churches, 
and other institutions—organizations o en led by 
members of the previous generation, Krygsman 
believes, is to  nd good ways to talk about the 
issues everyone feels are important. 
Dordt College professors are quick to say that 
they feel blessed by the students they work with 
daily, students who want to grow in their faith 
and serve others, who are committed to social and 
economic justice, who want to serve God in every 
part of their lives.
In fact, some faculty members think Dordt 
College might be having a bigger impact today 
than a decade ago.  ey credit that in part to a 
more intentionally integrated and focused Core 
program, improved worship experiences, and 
more intentional residence life programs.  
“Our goal is to encourage students to develop a 
commitment to discipleship, piety, and knowledge 
of the Bible as they work in today’s world,” says 
Zylstra.  e need is great and opportunities 
are many for young people equipped with a 
comprehensive worldview rooted in a strong faith 
to make a di erence in the world.
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Over the past several years, Dordt College has revised its curriculum to better re ect the Reformed vision that 
lies at the heart of the institution. A new Core 
Curriculum has been mostly phased in.  e  nal 
piece to be implemented is a component referred 
to as Advanced Reformed  ought.
A review conducted before revising the 
Core showed that many 
students knew little 
about the history and 
tradition of Reformed 
thinking. Many had 
never heard of Abraham 
Kuyper, much less other 
Reformed leaders who 
have shaped the tradition 
in which some students 
were brought up and in 
which everyone at Dordt 
is studying. Some students express frustration 
with what they call worldview jargon. While 
jargon and clichés are never helpful, the Core 
Committee believes that if students don’t 
concretely understand what a Reformed outlook 
means, they are not likely to embrace it as their 
own.
Although students in some majors already 
participate in a senior seminar that focuses on 
Christian perspective in their discipline, the 
Advanced Reformed  ought component will 
require students to read what Reformed thinkers 
have contributed over the years, not only in 
theology, philosophy, and history, but also in 
education, engineering, art, agriculture and 
more.
 e foundation for thinking about the world 
from a Reformed Christian perspective is laid in 
Core 100 as well as in individual courses. In Core 
300, students and their professors look at issues 
in culture and how Christians can and should 
respond. But other than in the Kuyper Scholars 
Program, there has not been a concerted e ort to 
make sure that students read Reformed writers.
Reading the work of Reformed authors and 
thinkers is not catechetical indoctrination into 
faith but a way to help them understand how 
a Reformed perspective can be a good tool for 
discerning what the gospel means for living in 
today’s culture. As they do, they will be put in 
dialogue with other modern views so that they 
can make a conscious choice about what they 
believe and why.
“Clichés without concrete knowledge and 
fresh understanding can be deadly,” Krygsman 
agrees, sometimes and especially for students 
who have grown up in a tradition and take it 
for granted. He also knows that just o ering the 
courses doesn’t guarantee success. Professors 
must  nd clear and fresh ways to engage students 
and the material they study.
Current courses in the history of Christian 
Philosophy, historiography, technology and 
society, and history of Calvinism already 
satisfy the requirement. Senior seminars will be 
reshaped to  t the goals of the requirement, and 
new courses are still being developed.
Calvinism
My, how it’s grown!
John Calvin’s picture has appeared frequently over the past year as organizations and 
publications note and commemorate 
the 500th anniversary of his birth. 
Dordt College is also celebrating 
Calvin’s birth and doing so by hosting 
a conference titled “Calvinism for the 
21st Century.”
“Instead of looking back, we want 
to ask where we go from here,” says 
Theology Professor Jason Lief who 
has served as organizer for the event. 
Conference presenters will share their 
thoughts on what difference Reformed 
Calvinistic thinking makes on a variety of social, 
cultural, political, and theological issues and 
topics.
“Abraham Kuyper restated Calvinism for 
his day; we need to continue to do the same 
thing today,” adds Lief. Some Calvinists today 
emphasize going back to Calvin’s words and 
writing, but conference planners want to focus 
primarily on what Calvin can teach us about 
moving into the future, continually discerning 
what God’s Word has to say for contemporary 
life.
Lief and faculty colleagues invited people who 
they believe are speaking to important issues 
in our culture from of a Reformed 
perspective to give the main addresses. 
Keynote speakers are: Dr. James K.A. 
Smith and Dr. Julia Stronks. Other main 
speakers include: Dr. Vincent Bacote, 
Dr. David S. Caudill, Dr. Roelf Haan, 
and Dr. Jim Skillen. 
Sectional presenters who represent 
different strains of Calvinist thought will 
speak on a range of topics, including 
theology, science and law, art, 
education, and more.
“I hope this event leads to signifi cant dialogue 
among faculty, between faculty and students, and 
even within a broader Christian community,” says 
Lief who believes that Calvinists need to keep 
asking the question, “What does it mean to be 
Reformed?”
“Not everyone will have exactly the same 
answers. We need to be generous and humble, 
willing to engage and listen. That doesn’t mean 
we give up what we believe, but that we try to fi nd 
common ground and work together at how we 
should live in today’s world.”







Can Calvinism help address the pressing issues facing the Christian community 
in the 21st century? It’s not surprising that educational leaders at Dordt College 
answer “yes” to that question, even though their emphases might be di erent.
Hubert Krygsman
mike byker
Director of Sports Information
By March, even though the weather didn’t look like it, the winter sports season was complete, and spring 
sports teams headed for warmer climates 
over Spring Break for early season training. 
Here’s a look at the women’s basketball, 
men’s basketball, and indoor track seasons
women’s basketball
The women’s basketball team tied 
a record for wins in a season with 19 
this year, matching the previous mark 
set in 1990-1991. This year’s team also 
finished above the .500 mark in the 
ultra-competitive Great Plains Athletic 
Conference, the first time in the ten-year 
history of the league.  Dordt’s sixth place 
finish was the best ever as well.
Amber Soodsma led the team in scoring 
with a 15.6 points per game average and 
established a new single-season scoring 
record with 499 points.  The wing player 
from Hudsonville, Michigan, also became 
the first player in Dordt women’s basketball 
to earn a first team spot in the GPAC.  
Kate Du Mez (see following page), a four-
year starter from Brookfield, Wisconsin, 
averaged 12.0 points per game and piled up 
171 assists—a single season record —and 
led the team in minutes played with 35.0 
per game. She was among the top two in the 
country all season for season assists and per 
game average.  Du Mez was a second-team 
all-GPAC pick for the second year in a row.
Julia De Koekkoek, a junior from 
Edmonds, Washington, kept getting 
stronger as the season went along and 
moved her scoring average to 11.7 per 
game. She earned all-GPAC honorable 
mention for her efforts.  McKinzie Schmidt 
also earned honorable mention honors with 
a 9.6 points per game average. She led the 
team in rebounds, with 8.1 per game.
This year’s team leaves the record book 
littered with top-performances. Schmidt 
fell just 18 rebounds shy of the all-time 
career record, ending her career with 
900.  The Gordon, Nebraska, native was 
the third member of this year’s team to 
join the 1000 point club and finished her 
career with 1021—twelfth on the list of all-
time high scorers.  Du Mez ended 
her decorated career with 1315 
points—third all-time. She also 
had 452 rebounds and a career 
record 514 assists.  Soodsma, with 
one year of basketball left, ranks 
fourth all-time in scoring 
with 1292 points and tenth 
all-time in rebounds with 
549.  Bre Schneidermann, a 
junior from Brooklyn Park, 
Minnesota, established a 
career record for blocked 
shots with 221 and has 
blocked at least 70 shots in 
each of her three seasons.
The Defenders  
bounced back from a 1-4 
start to stand 6-8 before 
heading to Grand Rapids, Michigan.  They 
won a pair of games at the Cornerstone 
Classic in December and put together 
a strong run, going 13-5 after a 
GPAC Tournament loss to Briar 
Cliff ending their season.  
One point losses to Kansas 
Wesleyan, Dakota Wesleyan, 
and Sioux Falls, along with an 
overtime loss to Briar Cliff late 
in the season were too much to 
overcome in their quest for a 
NAIA National Tournament 
berth.  The women had just two 
losses to teams not ranked in 
the top-25 in the NAIA in the 
final poll.
men’s basketball
The men’s team also had a 
season to remember, getting 
to the 20-win plateau and 
compiling a 20-10 season 
before losing on the road 
to Hastings in a GPAC 
Tournament loss in which 
they lit up the Lynn 
Farrell Arena for 76 
second-half points before falling 
106-101.
Trevor Wolterstorff, a 
freshman from Sioux 
Center, led the team 
with 15.8 points 
per game. He also 
led the team with 
6.0 rebounds per 
game.  Michael 
Eekhoff and Logan 
Kingma, a pair of 
seniors, scored 15 and 
14 points per game this 
season and were accorded 
first team all-GPAC honors 
for the second year in a row.  
Kingma made 50 three-pointers 
and grabbed 5.2 rebounds per 
game, while Eekhoff averaged 
4.9 rebounds and handed out a 
team-high 4.0 assists per game.  
Brandon Oldenkamp, a junior 
from Sanborn, Iowa, scored 9.3 
points per game, coming off 
the bench for all but twelve of 
Dordt’s games. He also pulled 
down 5.5 rebounds per game. 
Oldenkamp earned all-GPAC 
honorable mention. Dustin Katje, 
a sophomore from Orange City, 
Iowa, converted 29 of 58 three-
pointers and tied the season record 
in three-point percentage with 50.0. 
Shawn Keizer, a freshman, started 
in 29 of 30 games and scored 8.7 
points per game.
The Defenders started the 
season by winning seven of 
eight games but suffered a 
four-game and another 
three-game losing skid in 
early December and 
January, forcing them 
to come from 1-7 in 
the league to finish 
10-8. The Defenders closed 
the regular season with 
ten wins in eleven games, 
the lone blemish being a one-
point loss to Briar Cliff in 
early February.
It may be a while before 
we see a duo like Kingma 
and Eekhoff again.  Kingma 
leaves with 1561 points—fourth 
all-time and 613 rebounds—eighth 
all-time. Kingma also holds the record 
for games started with 115. Eekhoff 
scored 1346 points in three and a half 
seasons—seventh all-time—and he 
ranks third in assists with 359 and 
ninth in steals with 132.
indoor track
The indoor national championships 
were held March 4-6 in Johnson City, 
Tennessee.  Three Dordt College relay 
teams and eight individuals competed at 
the NAIA National Indoor Track and Field 
Championships.
individual women’s competitors:
Jenna Brouwer - sophomore, London, 
Ontario - 200 meters
Merissa Harkema -  freshman, 
Hudsonville, Michigan - 1000 meters
Briana Wubben - freshman, Clara City, 
Minnesota -Pentathlon
Karina Wieringa - senior, Fenwick, 
Ontario -Pentathlon
Crystal Vander Zee - sophomore, South 
Holland, Illinois - Long Jump, Triple Jump
Dordt men’s competitors:
Nic Pfeifle - freshman, Edgerton, 
Minnesota - 400 meters
Mark Eekhoff - senior, Manhattan, 
Montana-600 meters
Ryan Tholen - freshman, Tracy, 
Minnesota -1000 meters
relay teams competing:
men’s 4 x 800 - Eekhoff, Brent 
Van Schepen (senior Edgerton, 
Minnesota) Josiah Luttjeboer 




women’s 4 x 







Iowa), Sierra Zomer 
(senior, Corsica, 
South Dakota)





s p o r t s
The winter that “was” in Dordt sports
McKinzie Schmidt’s 
steadiness kept her in 
every game throughout 
her career.
The Men’s 4 x 800 team, Mark Eekhoff, David Christensen, Josiah Luttjeboer, and Brent Van Schepen finished third at NAIA nationals. Eekhoff also finished 
fifth nationally in the 600. Both finishes earned these athletes NAIA All-American status.
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Logan Kingma, honored four times in the 
GPAC conference, was a rare combination of 
an outstanding inside and outside player.
Michael Eekhoff, who will leave Dordt 
with top ten rankings in points scored, 
steals, and assists, has been as quick 
and explosive a player as Dordt has 
seen.




intelligence. It also 
works the other way 
around.
Ashlee stallinga
A four-year varsity soccer and basketball player, Kate Du Mez has earned honors as an athlete while 
excelling in the classroom as well.
“She’s a smart player, and she works 
hard—it’s what every coach would like to 
have as a point guard,” Craig Steimsma, 
basketball coach, said.  
“She’s extremely intelligent; she sees the 
fi eld really well—she attacks opponents’ 
weaknesses avoids their strengths,” said 
Dave Schenk, soccer coach.
As her intelligence carries into athletics, 
so her competitive drive factors into her 
academics.
“I’ve always enjoyed having Kate 
in class,” said Ethan Brue, engineering 
professor and Du Mez’s academic advisor.  
“I’ve seen her play soccer, and her 
personality in class is the same: she’s really 
well-organized; she doesn’t wait to get stuff  
done, but always drives forward.  I think you 
have to do that when you play two sports 
and have a tight major like engineering.”
Th at drive helped her manage her time 
from the start.
“I fi gured it out right away,” she said.  “I 
get things done when time opens up for it, 
around practices and games.  Sometimes 
I worry when I’m particularly busy, but it 
always gets done.”
For Du Mez, the crazy schedule is worth 
it—she can’t imagine her life without sports.
“I love being outside playing soccer, 
and I love the contact of the sport,” Du Mez 
said.  “Nothing comes close to the feeling of 
scoring a goal—they’re few and far between, 
so they’re exciting.”
She fi nds similar excitement in 
basketball.
[Basketball] is a fast-paced sport, 
back and forth a lot,” Du Mez said.  “And 
annoying as it is sometimes, we play really 
good teams in the GPAC.”
Th ough she complains about the 
Defenders’ tough conference, Du Mez 
thrives in competition.
“She defends, she scores, she passes, 
she handles the ball,” Steimsma said.  “She’s 
excellent in every facet, but what she excels 
at most are leadership and competitiveness.”
Schenk agrees.
“She is an absolutely tenacious 
competitor,” he said.  “She pushes herself 
and others at practice—she makes the 
players around her better.  She’s a true team 
player.”
Du Mez’s team spirit is evident in her 
personal accomplishments.  She is an 
assist leader in both sports, holding school 
records for 32 career assists in soccer and 
over 500 career assists in basketball.
“She’s an unselfi sh player,” Schenk said.
In basketball, Du Mez is not only an 
assist leader on the team, but in the nation. 
She’s second in the NAIA in assists and 
assists per game.
In soccer, she’s been named Off ensive 
Player of the Year twice, All-Conference 
four times, and Honorable Mention All-
American twice.  For basketball, she’s earned 
an All-Conference Honorable Mention 
twice, and was twice named Second Team 
All-Conference.  She’s also a four-time 
NAIA Scholar Athlete.
“I’ve heard it said that she’s a once-
in-a-decade player,” Schenk said.  “If you 
could guarantee me a player of that caliber 
once every decade, I’d sign up for a lifetime 
contract right now.”
Despite her success, Du Mez continues 
to drive forward.
“She keeps getting better, in techniques 
and tactical abilities,” Schenk said.  “She’s 
not complacent.” 
Th e same is true for her skills on the 
basketball court.
“She has matured and improved as a 
player each year, to where she’s playing her 
best basketball right now,” Steimsma said.  
“We will miss her next year.”
Du Mez has been accepted to graduate 
school at both the University of Colorado 
in Boulder and the University of Texas in 
Austin.  She plans to visit both in the next 
month and make her decision from there.
“I’d like to do something involved 
in architecture that is environmentally 
conscious,” she said.  
Brue expects her to be as talented an 
architect as she was an athlete, for many of 
the same reasons. “Her gift s will allow her 
to thrive in a graduate school setting,” Brue 
said.
Although she will be fi nished playing 
competitive sports when she graduates 
from Dordt, Du Mez will continue to be as 
driven in her education as she was on the 
basketball court or the soccer fi eld.
Ashlee Stallinga (’10) is a journalism 
major.
Du Mez’s drive pushes her ahead
s p o r t s
Kate Du Mez , a multi-sport stand out, will be remembered as an intelligent and unselfi sh player.
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Exploring Dutch culture and the history of the churches of the Reformation





for high school 
science teachers
A new opportunity for high school and middle school 
science teachers will be offered 
at Dordt College this summer.
Dordt’s biology department 
is teaming up with the education 
department to offer teachers a 
scientific research opportunity, 
professional development, and 
three continuing education 
units. 
Science teachers who enroll 
in the program will spend two 
weeks on campus, from July 
12-30, participating in ongoing 
research projects such as genetic 
DNA fingerprinting of plants; 
bar-coding plant species using 
chloroplast genes; and profiling 
of prairie plant species.
Teachers will work with 
faculty and students doing 
summer research, collecting 
samples, analyzing and 
organizing data, and learning 
advanced laboratory techniques. 
Research conducted by teachers 
could serve as the basis for the 
development of curriculum 
for their own high school 
classrooms.
Participating teachers will 
also have opportunity to discuss 
topics such as the process of 
science, faith and the nature of 
scientific knowledge, and science 
as stewardship. 
Dr. Jeff Ploegstra will 
coordinate this effort. Ploegstra 
taught high school science 
before coming to Dordt 
(Kennedy Senior High School 
in Cedar Rapids) and believes 
this program offers a great 
opportunity for professional 
research and development.
Participants will be sent 
readings in advance to prepare 
for their time on campus. All 
participants will receive a $500 
stipend and, those who wish, 
may stay for free in college 
housing while they are in the 
program. Five $500 travel 
scholarships will be offered to 
qualifying participants.
To learn more, contact 
Ploegstra at jploegstra@dordt.
edu 
Teachers interested in this 
or other continuing education 
courses being offered at Dordt 
College this summer can also get 
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John baas
Vice President for College Advancement
Let’s be bold. After all, we’re part of a powerful community at Dordt College—a community called by Jesus 
Christ to model lives of faithful followership 
and fearless leadership.
Consider this: Dordt alumni now number 
over 15,000 strong. Each year Dordt sends 
out hundreds more graduates to be world 
changers, each one participating in his or her 
own way in Christ’s redemptive work around 
the globe. 
Their training 
for service to, and 
impact upon, this 
world is second 
to none. Dordt is 
a deep and broad 
wellspring from 
which issues forth 
Reformed-trained 
leaders having 
an impact on 
the kingdom in 
the thousands 
of vocations to 
which they are 
called. 
How can we best continue building upon 
that record with boldness?
We believe a Dordt education ought to be 
within reach of all who desire it, not merely 
for those who have the wealth and resources 
to obtain it. 
We work hard at containing our budgets 
to make it so, but we never want to settle 
for “good enough.” Dordt consistently is 
recognized as a great value, yet we know that, 
for many, a Dordt education would be beyond 
their grasp without significant financial aid. 
That’s why a key component of our 
fundraising focuses on student aid. Over the 
past five years more than $5 million has been 
given toward donor-funded scholarships. 
These scholarship funds are a major element 
in making a Dordt College education 
affordable. The dollar amount is substantial, 
but an even better measure of the scope of 
these gifts is the lasting impact they’ll have on 
the lives of students. 
Donor-funded scholarships represent 
only part of the equation. As we strive to meet 
the need of all our students, Dordt provides 
even more aid from institutional resources. 
Gifts to the Dordt College Fund reduce 
the strain this aid puts on our operational 
budgets.
It’s no secret we live in financially 
challenging times.  The college has stretched 
to help meet the needs of families whose 
economic circumstances changed suddenly 
for the worse in the recent economic 
downturn. We did so trusting God will 
continue to provide and knowing that 
we have an exceptionally committed and 
generous supporting constituency that takes a 
great interest in helping students. 
We urge you, as part of that constituency, 
to consider making an additional gift to 
the Dordt College Fund before the end of 
this fiscal year (June 30). Your gift will have 
a direct impact on Dordt students, and, 
through them, that impact will reverberate 
for decades to come throughout God’s 
kingdom around the globe.
Live boldly. Give boldly.




498 Fourth Ave. NE
Sioux Center, IA 51250-1606
Position Openings
Application reviews will begin immediately. 
Qualified persons committed to a Reformed, 
Biblical perspective and educational philosophy 
are encouraged to send a letter of interest and 
resume to:
Susan Droog, Director of Human Resources
Dordt College • 498 4th Ave NE
Sioux Center, IA 51250-1697
Fax: 712-722-6011 • E-mail: hr@dordt.edu
www.dordt.edu/offices/human_resources/
Dordt College is seeking applications for the following 
Administrative Staff openings to begin in the summer of 2010:
Director of Marketing & Public Relations
Dordt College has an opening for a marketing and public relations professional who will develop 
and oversee an integrated, institution-wide marketing program and direct the college public relations 
program. Reporting to the Vice President for College Advancement, this person will be responsible 
for media relations, advertising, promotional publications, and marketing communication. In summary, 
this person will coordinate a campus-wide effort to present a strategically effective image and voice 
that will gain increased support for the college’s mission.  The ideal candidate will be a highly skilled 
writer and speaker, will possess excellent interpersonal skills that enhance team work, and will be 
proficient in research and planning.  A graduate degree and experience in marketing and/or public 
relations is desired.
Dean of Chapel
Dordt College has an opening for a campus ministries professional who will develop and oversee 
the coordination of campus spiritual formation efforts that integrate faith and learning. Reporting 
to the Associate Provost for Co-Curricular Programs, this person will be responsible for campus 
worship, discipleship and service learning opportunities, teaching in the theology department, 
pastoral care, and college outreach efforts.  The ideal candidate will be a highly skilled public 
speaker, will possess excellent interpersonal skills that enhance team work, and will be proficient in 
developing, coordinating, and executing programs.  A master’s degree in Divinity, D.Min., Th.M. and/
or Ph.D. and three years of experience related to campus ministry training is desired.  Applicants 
must be ordained or able to be ordained in a confessional Reformed denomination.
Dordt College is an equal opportunity institution that strongly encourages the applications of women, 
minorities, and disabled persons.
John Baas
Dordt College currently has 135 donor-funded scholarships, seventy more than were funded ten years ago. They are making a significant difference in the lives 
of many students. Each fall donors and scholarship recipients meet at a college-
sponsored dinner. Students like Katrina are eager to express their thanks.
“The news about the scholarship came at a time when I was starting to get very 
concerned about the cost of attending a Christian school, and really made me 
appreciate God’s total power over my life.  I believe teaching is what we he wants for 
me.…”
 --Katrina Ryder, Freshman; Willmar, Minnesota; 2009 Albert & LaVerne Boersma Teacher Education Scholarhsip Recipent
For more information on establishing named scholarships, contact the Dordt College 
Advancement Office at 712-772-6020.
Donor-funded Scholarships
live boldly. give boldly.
Katrina Ryder and Albert Boersma met at last fall’s annual Scholarship Dinner held on campus in 
September.
A L U M N I  N O T E S
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Wes Fopma
Alumni Relations Director
In the past year the Dordt College Alumni Relations o	  ce has been actively 
helping alumni and recent 
graduates  nd jobs in speci c 
communities.  e Alumni Council 
wants to make this a point 
of emphasis in the years 
ahead, especially as the 
economy in North America 
remains  at.
As Alumni Relations 
Director, I work with 
Dordt’s career services department to let 
new graduates know about positions that 
alumni tell us about through e-mail, Twitter, 
or LinkedIn. Each spring, I describe this 
service to all of our graduating students and 
encourage them to stay in touch with 
our o	  ce.  e Alumni O	  ce also 
tries to help current students with 
employment or housing needs and 
is willing to connect them with 
alumni when they move to a new 
area. 
For example, one of our alumni 
in the Phoenix, Arizona, area 
recently contacted our o	  ce, 
noting that her job was going 
to be eliminated at the end of 
January and asking us to let 
other alumni and friends of the 
college in the Phoenix area know 
about her skills and experience. 
I asked her to provide me with a resume, 
contact information, and her “story” about 
what she had been doing since moving to 
the Phoenix area. I then sent an e-mail with 
her information to all of our alumni and 
friends in the Phoenix area. She immediately 
received three inquiries, a couple of requests 
for job interviews, and eventually a job that 
she was very excited about. 
We’ve also had recent successes in 
British Columbia, California, and the 
Chicago area. If you have questions about 
how we can help you, feel free to contact me 
at your convenience. If you are in a “hiring” 
position with a company or  rm, please let 
our o	  ce or the career services o	  ce know 
about positions you have open that new 
graduates or alumni might be able to  ll. 
We’d also be glad to send alumni and friends 
in your area an e-mail, noting positions 
you are looking to  ll. As you know, Dordt 
College graduates and alumni are great 
employees.
Feel free to contact me at 712-722-6028 
or email wfopma@dordt.edu if you have 
questions or need further information.
Wes Fopma
Alumni o  ce connects for jobs
Rebecca Jean Maatman (‘76) passed away on 
February 25, 2010.  Becky 
was the daughter of Dr. 
Russell and Jean Maatman. 
Born in Philadelphia, she 
spent her childhood in 
New Jersey, Mississippi 
and Iowa. Becky obtained 
a Masters’ Degree in 
Journalism at the University 
of Iowa and spent several 
years tutoring the children of 
missionaries in Mexico and Costa Rica. 
She taught for several years 
in Grand Rapids and over 
the years taught English to 
many immigrants. She often 
used her talents to help 
those in need. Nearly two 
years ago, she moved to 
Columbia, Missouri, to live 
near family. Becky fought a 
life-long battle with Juvenile 
Diabetes. Family and friends 
will remember her dry sense 
of humor and uncanny ability 
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1958, a er having taught in high 
school for some years. He taught 
biology, chemistry, and physics 
until 1983, at which point he 
served as manager of the campus 
bookstore. He retired from Dordt 
College in 1989.
De Young was lover of 
theology and reading. He lost 
his sight about the time of his 
retirement, but he never let his 
diminished sight keep him from 
being an active and vibrant part of 
what was happening in the world. 
Most people in Sioux Center will 
remember him making his way 
around town with his beloved 
guide dog, Ben. 
In 1999, De Young was 
awarded the Governor’s Volunteer 
Award for outstanding volunteer 
service to the Iowa Department 
for the Blind.
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra’s note to 
the campus community is also 
 tting for Dordt’s constituency: 
“As this  rst generation of faculty 
pass away, may we remember 
with gratitude to God their 
contributions and leadership 
in laying a foundation for the 
strength and vigor that Dordt 
College enjoys today as a quality 
Reformed Christian institution 
of higher education.  Please join 
in giving thanks for the blessings 
of his life and pray as well for the 
peace of Christ to be experienced 
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Dr. Christiaan Teeuwsen (‘77), one of three alumni honored 
during last fall’s Alumni Weekend, 
returned to campus in January to 
give an organ recital on Dordt’s 
Casavant organ in the B.J. Haan 
Auditorium. The recital included 
works by Handel, Bach, Buxtehude, 
Boehm, and others, as well as a 
piece by Teeuwsen. Teeuwsen 
teaches in the music department 
at Redeemer University College in 
Ontario.
Chris Teeuwsen 
See what you can be
In 3D!
• Registration opens April 5 • Camp runs from June 21-25 • Learn more online at
    www.dordt.edu/events/ddd/
A L U M N I  N O T E S
Triple Doubles
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sally Jongsma
Our goal is to bring the cost of renewable energy down,” say Jason (’98) and Bonnie (Runia, ’98) Jonkman. 
The Jonkmans work for the National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) in 
its National Wind Technology Center in 
Golden, Colorado. Their applied research 
is helping solve technical problems for the 
developing renewable energy industry. 
Bonnie has spent the last seven years 
analyzing data to create mathematical 
models of atmospheric turbulence. She is 
the lead developer of TurbSim, a computer 
code used to simulate the conditions that 
help engineers like Jason develop software 
that connects wind inflow with the wind 
turbine systems needed to produce usable 
energy. A senior engineer at NREL, Jason 
is the lead developer of physics-based 
computer simulation software for onshore- 
and offshore-based wind turbines.
“At NREL, we do the high-risk research 
that manufacturers can’t afford to do and 
still offer affordable products,” Jason says. 
Jason and Bonnie and their colleagues 
need to be looking five to ten years 
ahead. Bonnie’s research has focused on 
developing better models of the wind; 
Jason’s Ph.D. work and his research have 
focused on offshore floating turbines.
“There is a lot of potential but also a lot 
of risk in putting turbines offshore,” he says. 
Researchers need to anticipate and solve a 
range of problems related to aerodynamics, 
hydrodynamics, control systems, and 
structural dynamics before businesses will 
be able to design and begin large-scale 
manufacturing of cost-effective floating 
wind energy systems.
Being part of the NREL team isn’t far 
from what Jason had hoped for his career, 
and both Jason and Bonnie feel incredibly 
blessed to be able to work at something 
they feel passionate about. It was Jason’s 
interests that landed them at NREL, 
but Bonnie’s skills in mathematics and 
programming became a perfect fit when her 
current position opened up. (It was Jason 
who told NREL he knew of someone who 
might be a good candidate for the position.) 
Bonnie always liked programming, and her 
master’s degree in mathematics gave her the 
modeling skills needed for the job.
Jason’s interest in wind began as a 
student at Dordt. A native of Washington 
State, he immediately noticed the often 
steady and strong Iowa winds. In fact, 
his senior design project team obtained 
a scholarship to analyze and test a wind 
turbine.
The commitment to renewable energy, 
though, came from Dr. Charles Adams, 
whom Jason credits with instilling in him 
a passion for using creation’s resources in 
stewardly ways. Both Jason and Bonnie 
believe that the kinds of jobs they sought 
and the way they choose to live their lives 
has been deeply shaped by their Dordt 
education. That education helped them see 
that every part of their lives needs to be 
lived in service to God. It also gave them 
the technical skills to participate in work 
that they believe makes a difference in 
today’s world, they say.
“We saw our professors living out their 
faith in their lives and in their teaching,” 
says Bonnie. “My mathematics background 
at Dordt more than prepared me for 
graduate school.” She wouldn’t hesitate to 
recommend that students interested in 
mathematics and computer science get 
their undergraduate degree from Dordt 
College. She should know, she says, having 
had to teach calculus to first-year university 
students as a graduate student with no 
teaching experience. She’s grateful she 
got to learn calculus from an experienced 
professor who loved his subject and wanted 
his students to do the same. 
The holistic view of life they embraced 
in college continues to shape them in a 
variety of ways.
“Many scientists are driven by personal 
ambition and competition because they 
want to make a name for themselves by 
coming up with results no one else has,” 
they say. Jason and Bonnie believe that 
work is more enjoyable and less stressful 
when it is done out of a sense of calling—
in their case, to be good stewards of the 
resources with which God blessed his 
world and its people. They love their work 
and spend long hours at it—sometimes 
too long, as their BlackBerries could 
attest, but they also know that it is not 
what makes them who they are and 
that their lives are fuller than just their 
work. They stay involved in their church, 
playing piano, helping with sound, leading 
worship. And yes, Jason often spends extra 
time “working,” consulting and sharing 
information with people across the country 
and around the world who are trying to 
make renewable energy more available. 
“If you don’t feel committed to what 
you’re doing, it’s easy to burn out or focus 
on yourself,” he says. 
Jason and Bonnie realize how blessed 
they are. 
“I’ve always wanted to do work that 
I enjoy and that I feel passionate about,” 
says Jason. “I have to say that what we have 
is beyond what I hoped and prayed for.” 
They’ve been able to take their interests and 
training in science and problem solving, 
use them productively and give leadership 
in their professions. In fact, their work 
spans the globe. Jason regularly travels to 
Europe. This spring they expect to spend 
several months in Denmark, working on 
a collaborative project with that country’s 
national research laboratory.
“They’re doing some great work in wind 
energy there,” Jason says. Both look forward 
to the opportunity to build relationships 
across national lines and to work with and 
learn from others who are also committed 
to further developing renewable energy.
A l u m n i  p r o f i l e
Jason (’98) and Bonnie (Runia, ’98) Jonkman work in offices that are only twenty feet apart. For some 
couples, working together professionally isn’t a good idea, but Jason and Bonnie like it—even though it 
means that they sometimes have to make a conscious effort to leave their work at the office. They had no 
idea when they graduated that some day they would work on the same research team.
Blow, Wind, Blow 
The Jonkmans help make windmills go
Bonnie graduated from Dordt with mathematics and computer 
science majors and earned a 
master’s degree in mathematics 
from Colorado State University. 
She has spent much of her time 
at NREL doing research on the 
effect of atmospheric turbulence 
on the dynamic response of wind 
turbines. She has helped process 
and analyze meteorological data 
collected from several experiments, 
including sonic anemometer, LIDAR, 
and SODAR measurements from 
the Lamar Low-Level Jet Project 
in southeastern Colorado. Bonnie 
is the lead developer of NREL’s 
TurbSim computer code, which 
numerically simulates stochastic 
(random), full-field, turbulent wind. 
She also works on the other NREL/
NTWC design codes and leads the 
coding development of the AeroDyn 
aerodynamics code overhaul.
Jason left Dordt as an 
engineering major and earned a 
master’s degree in mechanical 
engineering from Colorado State 
University and a Ph.D. in aerospace 
engineering sciences from the 
University of Colorado. He has 
developed simulation software, 
published many papers on wind 
turbine modeling, and helped with 
certification of wind turbine loads. He 
also leads an International Energy 
Agency research group developing 
simulation models for fixed and 
floating offshore turbines and leads 
a team responsible for overhauling 
the AeroDyn wind turbine rotor 
aerodynamics software library. 
His Ph.D. dissertation, “Dynamics 
Modeling and Loads Analysis of an 
Offshore Floating Wind Turbine,” was 
awarded the European Academy 
of Wind Energy’s “Excellent Young 
Wind Doctor Award” in 2008. He 
also received the outstanding paper 
award at the 2007 ASME Wind 
Energy Symposium.
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